Mуhasуk L.V. Generic Object of a Crime Illegal Acquisition of Surface Soil (Surface Layer) of Land
Our work researches the generic object of a crime under article 239-1 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (illegal acquisition of surface soil (surface layer) of land).

Article 14 of the Constitution of Ukraine stipulates that land is the prime wealth of Ukraine and is under special state protection. Given the special legal status of land as the main wealth of the state, and the value of agricultural land, the issue of withdrawal and transfer of soil covering land acquired its special legal regulation and protection. Particularly, the adoption of the amendments to the Criminal Code of Ukraine in 2009, which established liability for the illegal acquisition of surface soil (surface layer) of land, were in result to the desire of the legislator to prevent disruptive actions, which recently created a significant risk to the environment. Therefore, the resolution of issues related to the generic object of a crime is relevant and important to the theory of criminal law and the practice in the application of the article 239-1 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine

Proper research of the object of the crime will facilitate strict observance of legality of criminal cases in this category by the courts.

The theoretical cases of criminal law regarding generic object of the crime were researched by such scientists as:  P.P. Andrushko, P.S. Berzin, S.B. Gavrish, A.A. Dudorov, V.K. Matviichuk, M.I. Melnyk, O.S. Oliynyk, V. Taciy, I.A. Har and others. But this crucially important issue has not found proper resolution to this day.

By analysing each concept of the object of the crime based on periodization we join the researchers who consider the object of the crime from a position of public relations theory. Notable representatives of this theory are V.J. Taciy, V.K. Grischuk, V.K. Matviychuk, A.A. Musyka, M.I. Korzhanskyy, V.O. Nawrockiy, V.I. Borisov, M.I. Karpenko, I.O. Har, V.M. Prisyazhniy and others.

Based on the research we can offer the following definition of a generic object of the crime under the article 239-1 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine: "Generic object of crimes against the environment should be recognized as public relations of conditions (interactions) which ensure the existence of a balanced multifunctional uniform system with the inclusion of humans (all of this creates the environment), who ensure its protection, rational use, rehabilitation and recreation for present and future generations, which will guarantee and secure a safe and healthy environment.
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